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OCPF refers 271 non-filers to Attorney General 
BOSTON - The Office of Campaign and Political Finance today 
referred 271 candidates, Een treasurers and treasurers of 
other political committees to the Attorney General's office for 
failure to file campaign finance disclosure reports for 1992. 

The referral list includes 134 candidates for statewide 
Seerce, Governor's Council, county offices and charter 
commissions, Barnstable Assembly of Delegates, and state senate 
and house seats, as well as 32 multi-candidate political 
committees (so-called PACs). 

In accordance with Mass. General Laws Ch. 55, the Office 
notified Attorney General L. Scott Harshbarger of the names of 
candidates and committee treasurers who failed to disclose 
campaign contributions and Ss jureneblewraor during 1992 (see 
attached list). Those referred are subject to criminal 
penalties. 

In addition, OCPF will ask the courts to require payment 
from delinquent filers to cover the Offices' and the court 
costs associated with this process, according to 


-more- 


We so 


Mary F. McTigue, Director of the Office of Campaign and 
Political Finance. 

In appropriate cases, the Office will also ask the 
Attorney General to proceed with criminal prosecution against 
repeat offenders, McTigue said. 

"We plan on taking the strongest possible action against 
those individuals who continue to ignore this statute," McTigue 
stated. 

"Pailure to file is a serious offense," she added. 

"The fundamental purpose of the campaign finance laws is to 
provide disclosure. Any candidate or committee who ignores 
this law is denying the public information it has a right 
to know. This Office is fully committed to pursue these 
candidates and committees until they comply with the law." 

The Office has filed several pieces of legislation 
for 1993 which would give it direct authority to impose civil 
fines against non-filers, McTigue said. OCPF has been 
referring candidates and committees who fail to file the 
required reports to the Attorney General since 1975. 

Candidates whose names appeared on the 1992 state primary 
or general election ballot are required to file reports 
covering activity during the entire election year, regardless 
of the outcome of their elections. 

In addition, candidates, committees and incumbent elected 
officials who still have open accounts with OCPF are required 
to file reports until the Office approves the dissolution of 


their committees. Such candidates or committees must continue 
-more- 
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to report as long as they either 1) receive or expend any 
funds; 2) indicate a cash balance in any amount or carry: any 
liabilities on their campaign finance reports; or 3) show any 
outstanding issues which must be resolved prior to dissolution. 

This year's referral list shows a marked increase over the 
1991 referrals. In February 1992, the office referred 198 
candidates, their treasurers and treasurers of other political 
committees to the Attorney General for non-filing. 

All filed reports are available for public inspection 
during normal business hours, as is the list of the 271 
non-filers who have been referred to the Attorney General. 

The Office of Campaign and Political Finance was 
established in 1973 to oversee and enforce the campaign finance 
activities of all candidates on the state, county and municipal 
levels. In addition, OCPF maintains campaign finance records 
for all candidates and political committees in order to provide 
disclosure of these activities to the public. 
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Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2012 with funding from 
Boston Library Consortium Member Libraries 


http://archive.org/details/ocpfrefers271nonOOmass 
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